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bly, by whom the most profligate of mankind aro openly
paid for the promulgation of falsehood, and the patronage
of corruption.

It is indeed, sir, artful, in those who aro daily impairing
our honour and influence, to endeavour to comical from
the people their own weakness, that weakness which is so
well known in foreign countries, that every nation is en-
couraged to insult us, and by which it may reasonably bo
imagined that new enemies will, in a short times, bo raised.
The late changes in our military regulations have, in-
deed, taken away all the terrour of our arms; those troops
are now no longer dreaded, by which the liberties of
Europe were recovered, and the French reduced to aban-
don their schemes of universal empire, for the doibncc of
their own country, because the officers by whom they
were formerly conducted to glory and to victory, aro now
dismissed, and men advanced to their posts, who are
neither feared nor known.

When the duke of Argyle was lately deprived of HIM
command, the Spaniards could not conceal their satisfac-
tion; they bestowed, however unwillingly, tho highest
panegyrick upon his bravery and conduct, by showing that
he was the only Briton of whom they wero afraid. Nor
did their allies, the French, discover less exultation; for by
them it was declared, that the nation was now disarmed,
that either no war was intended* or that none could l>o
successfully prosecuted, since, as they made no scruple to
assert, though I know not whether I ought to repeat it,
we have no other man capable of commanding armies, or
conducting any great design.

I am informed that this illustrious warriour, whose abili-
ties are sufficiently attested by these enemies, that Imvo
felt their prevalence, is of opinion, that the number of
officers now required is not necessary, and has declared
that he should with equal confidence undertake either in-
vasion or defence, with forces modelled after the German
custom; and since I have shown, that, unless the troops
so regulated, are equivalent to a double number, added
to the standing regiments, part of the expense of the